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ÅThe Italian startup ecosystem

ÅDigital MagicsĦ Figures

Å#DigitalMadeinItaly ģThe Innovation HUB 

with TAG and TIP

ÅCapital Increase to finance the plan
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AGENDA



THE ITALIAN STARTUP 
ECOSYSTEM
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THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT
5.7B ĳINVESTED IN 2014 FOR VC-BACKED VENTURES
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INVESTMENT ACTIVITY 
REACHED

A 4-YEAR HIGH 
IN DEALS AND DOLLARS

ĭFunding saw 78% growth
YoY, reaching 5.7B ĳ
ĭDealsalso slightly            
ticked 855

Annual 
European 
VC-Backed 
Tech Financings 
(2011-2014)

Source: The 2014 European Tech Report
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THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT
10 IPOs IN 4Q 2014 WITH 2,25B ĳRAISED

Source: DowJones Venture source, 4Q2014 

European
VC-backed 
IPO Activity 
(2011-2014)

10 IPOs 
(2.250M ĳ) 
IN 4Q 2014 

AS COMPARED TO 9 
IPOs

(366M ĳ) 
RAISED IN 4Q 2013
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ITALY VS EUROPE
VC INVESTMENTS IN ITALY WERE MUCH LOWER                                                               

THAN THE EUROPEAN AVERAGE
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Source: Thomson Reuters Datastream (GDP) / EVCA

THE ITALIAN MARKET OF 
CAPITAL INVESTMENTS 
AIMED AT STARTUPS IS 

STILL IMMATURE

Å Investments in Venture 
Capital in Italy totaled 
less than 0,003% of the 
GDP in 2013, much 
lower than the European 
average 0,024%, 
GER 0,026%, 
UK 0,029%



INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS 
DECREASED INVESTMENTS 

IN 2014 (-23%)

Å Conversely, the millions of 
euro invested by business 
angels, family offices, 
incubators, accelerators 
increased(+17%)

Source: Osservatori: Italia start up, The Italian Startup Ecosystem

* Latest update available: March 2015 
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VCsĦ INVESTMENTS IN ITALY
118M ĳINVESTED IN 2014, OF WHICH >45% ARE FROM PRIVATE/BAs



ITALY vs EUROPE
NUMBER OF DEALS: 208% GROWTH FOR ITALIAN VC-BACKED INITIATIVES
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IS ITALY THE NEXT 
EU TECH HUB? 

DEALS GROW 208% !

Å No other country has 
seen better growth 
over the past 2 years: 
under 30 deals from 
2011/12 vs. over 70 
in the past 2 years. 

Source: The 2014 European Tech Report



E-COMMERCE IN THE WEST
HIGH GROWTH POTENTIAL OF THE ITALIAN E-COMMERCE
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ITALIAN E-COMMERCE 
SHARE OF TOTAL RETAIL 
TRADE IS EXPECTED TO 

GROW TO 2.5% THIS YEAR

Å Online share in Italy is still 
expected below the 
European average (8.4% 
expected in 2015)  as well 
as the % of population 
shopping online (20.1% vs
46.7%): Italian e-commerce 
presents a high growth 
potential.

Source: RetailMeNot  / Centre for Retail Research 



INCOME TAX DEDUCTION 
OF 19% for direct and 
indirect investments in 
innovative in innovative 

startups, up to
500K ĳper year

Fast-track, simplified 
and free-of-charge

ACCESS for startups 
TO THE FONDO 
CENTRALE DI 
GARANZIA

SPECIAL
LABOUR LAW

applicable to startups

Startups can 
REMUNERATEtheir 
team members and 

providers of external 
services with STOCK 

OPTIONS
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THE DIGITAL ECOSYSTEM IN ITALY
A NEW LEGISLATION FACILITATING THE DIGITAL INNOVATION
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THE DIGITAL ECOSYSTEM IN ITALY
3700 INNOVATIVE STARTUPS AT MARCH 2015 (+16.7% vs DEC 2014)

THE PLAYERS 2013 2014
"INNOVATIVE STARTUPS" 1227 2716

FUNDED STARTUPS 108 118

"INSTITUTIONAL" INVESTORS 32 36

INCUBATORS & ACCELERATORS 97 100

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY PARKS 40 38

COWORKING SPACES 65 62

STARTUPCOMPETITIONS 33 52

ASSOCIATIONS, ONLINE 
RESOURCES & COMMUNITIES

20 27

HACKATHONS - 21

EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMS - 38

CALL FOR TENDERS - 46

CROWDFUNDING PLATFORMS - 48

FABLABS - 46

Sources: The Startup Ecosystem & the Investments in Hi-tech Startups in Italy | Camere di Commercio dĦItalia

MARCH 2015

INNOVATIVE 
STARTUPS

3700 (+16.7%)

vsDec 2014

JOBS

18.000 (+3000) 

vsDec 2014


